
2020 HEEP Student Paper Prize Winners 

The Mossavar-Rahmani Center Prize for the Best Paper by a Master’s Student 

The Prize is shared this year between: 

  

Sophie Gardiner and Sujoy Bhattacharyya,  
 

“Where There’s a WUA, There’s a Way: Using 

Impact Evaluations of an Irrigation Program in 

West Bengal to Improve Support for Farmers.” 

Second Year Policy Analysis (“SYPA,” Master 

in Public Administration in International 

Development capstone project). SYPA 

Advisor: Jie Bai, Assistant Professor of Public 

Policy, HKS. SYPA section leader: Michael 

Walton, Senior Lecturer in Public Policy, HKS. 
 

Link: https://heep.hks.harvard.edu/news/2020-heep-
student-paper-prize-winners 
 

Sophie Gardiner and Sujoy Bhattacharyya 
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2020 Harvard Environmental Economics Program Student 
Paper Prize Winners 
 

The Mossavar-Rahmani Center Prize for the Best 
Paper by a Master’s Student is shared by Sophie 
Gardiner and Sujoy Bhattacharyya for their paper: 
 
“Where There’s a WUA, There’s a Way: Using 
Impact Evaluations of an Irrigation Program in 

West Bengal to Improve Support for Farmers.”.  
 
Second Year Policy Analysis (SYPA). Master in Public 
Administration in International Development capstone 
project 
SYPA Advisor: Jie Bai, Assistant Professor of Public 
Policy, HKS. 
 SYPA section leader: Michael Walton, Senior Lecturer in 
Public Policy, HKS. 
 
The Harvard Environmental Economics Program has, 

for the eleventh consecutive year, awarded three prizes to Harvard University students for the 
best research papers addressing a topic in environmental, energy, or natural-resource 
economics – one prize each for an undergraduate paper or senior thesis, master’s student paper, 
and doctoral student paper. Each prize was accompanied by a monetary award. The Harvard 
Environmental Economics Program (HEEP) is a University-wide initiative based in the Harvard 
Kennedy School’s Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and Government that seeks to 
develop innovative answers to today’s complex environmental challenges. 
 
Robert Stavins, A.J. Meyer Professor of Energy and Economic Development at Harvard Kennedy 
School (HKS) noted, “The papers submitted this year were of very high quality, addressing a 
number of important topics in environmental and natural-resource economics. We are delighted 
that students across Harvard University participated in this year’s HEEP paper competition, 
which we hope will serve to encourage further student engagement on this set of issues in the 
future.” 
 
About the sponsors and the prizes: 
HEEP is based in the Mossavar-Rahmani Center for Business and Government at Harvard Kennedy 
School. The Center’s mission is to advance the state of knowledge and policy analysis concerning 
some of society’s most challenging problems at the interface of the public and private sectors. 
 
Link: https://heep.hks.harvard.edu/news/2020-heep-student-paper-prize-winners 
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